
 

 

Introduction  

Litchi (Litchi chinensis) is a subtropical fruit tree known for its delicious, aromatic fruit. In South Africa, it is a popular 

crop due to its unique flavour and high market demand. This guideline provides a comprehensive overview of best 

practices for litchi cultivation, from propagation to post-harvest handling.  

Climate Requirements 

The litchi is one of the least adaptable of the tropical and subtropical crops and flowers and bears successfully only in 

a small range of climates. Fruit production is greatest in warm, frost-free subtropical areas, whereas in hot, moist 

equatorial zones trees grow vegetatively but do not flower. 

• Commercial production of litchi takes place from 17-32o latitude. 

• Cool and dry winters with minimum temperatures below 15oC is required during flower induction (May-July) 

• Warm and humid conditions during fruit growth – max temperatures 27-33o C (September-February) 

• Yearly rainfall of 1200-1500mm is required and supplementary irrigation is required when rainfall falls below 

this level. 

Soil Requirements 

Litchi trees are adaptable to moist soils will grow well in a range of soils (alluvial sands, loam, heavy clay and calcareous 

soils as well as rocky soils) however heavy soils with poor drainage are not ideal as this increases the incidence of collar 

rot and root diseases.  

Cultivars & Harvest Seasons 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Figure 1: Specific dates may vary depending on the specific growing location and climate 



 

Third Month Red  

Season: mid-October to mid-November  

Skin: Thick, though. Bright red when ripe. Easy to peel  

Seed: Medium to Large  

Flesh: Thick, medium to sweet flesh with lots of rag.  

  

Early Delight  

Season: mid-October to end-November  

Skin: Bright red colour with smooth texture when fully mature  

Seed: Medium, elongated, but mostly aborted  

Flesh: Crisp, juicy, and fragrant. High percentage flesh  

  

Fay Zee Sui   

Season: mid-November to mid-December  

Skin: Green overlaid with red patches when ripe. Overripe when fully coloured. Thick, 

leathery skin. Sharp protuberances  

Seed: Mostly small, shrivelled seed  

Flesh: Soft, juicy, and fragrant. High percentage flesh  

 

Hung Lung 

 

Season: mid-November to late December 

Skin: Thick, dark red with moderate protuberances. 

Seed: Medium to large 

Flesh: Soft, juicy fragrant. High percentage flesh. 

 

Mauritius   

Season: mid-November to early January  

Skin: Dull red with smooth protuberances when fully ripe  

Seed: Medium to large. Up to 10% chicken-tongue seed.  

Flesh: Sweet, crisp, firm, and juicy.  

 



 

 

Kaimana  

Season: end-November to mid-December  

Skin: Bright red colour, smooth skin texture  

Seed: Medium  

Flesh: Sweet, crisp, firm, and juicy  

  

Garnet  

Season: end-December to mid-January  

Skin: Rough with sharp protuberances, red developing to dark purple   

Seed: Small to medium  

Flesh: Crisp and sweet  

  

McLean’s Red  

Season: early January to early February  

Skin: Bright red colour, thick skin, sharp protuberances  

Seed: Large  

Flesh: Soft, sweet, and juicy  

  

  

Wai Chee  

Season: end-January to end-February  

Skin: Bright red colour, smooth skin texture, thick  

Seed: Medium  

Flesh: Sweet, fragrant, and juicy.  

 

  

Recommended Planting Densities (m) 

Various factors such as: cultivar growth habits, climate, soil, implements and slopes should be considered when 

deciding on optimum planting densities. Below is a table of recommended planting densities for commercial cultivars. 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2: (de Villiers & Joubert, 2002) 



 

 

Disclaimer 

The information and recommendations set forth in this document are provided for general information and guideline 

purposes only. Du Roi Multiplant cannot be held liable to any party for any damages, direct or indirect, incurred as a 

result of such party ‘s use or application of information in this document in any manner. 

 

  

References 

de Villiers, E. & Joubert, P., 2002. The Cultivation of Litchi. Nelspruit: ARC-Institute for Tropical and Subtropical Crops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


